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RYA Offshore Racing Group 

• Responsible for: 
– offshore racing yachts 

– open keelboats 

– coastal and offshore multi-hulls 

– solo and short handed racing. 

• Objectives (for the above categories of boats only): 

– Provide, at national level, administration, guidance and co-ordination. 

– Promote racing at all levels. 

– provide a link between the RYA and national government organisations, 

international sailing bodies and  all other bodies interested in all forms 

of racing. 
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Objectives of the Workshop 

• What does “offshore” mean 

• Review key issues 

– Race Management 

– Safety 

– Rules 

– Legal 

• Identify topics for further work by RYA 

• The following pages summarise input 

           from the workshop delegates  
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What does “Offshore” mean 

• By ISAF definition: 

Offshore racing is any racing in boats capable of complying with 

OSR Cat 4 and any race of greater than 800 miles is “Oceanic” 

Probably too wide a definition for most peoples perception! 

 

• Delegates ideas: 

– Races of Cat 3 and above 

– Competing boats must be self sufficient – no rescue fleet 

– Out of sight of land 

– Involves night sailing 

– All weather 

– Out of range of direct race committee control 
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Key Issues - General 

• Need to raise profile of Keelboat/Offshore racing 

• Focus on participation and enjoyment 

• Perceived as difficult and risky 
– by competitors 

– by organisers 

• Need programmes to encourage the first step 

• Improve visibility in RYA media 
– Publications 

– Web site 
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