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Whatôs New for 2009?

Å Many minor changes that:

Å Usually clarify a rule

Å Sometimes change a rule

Å Sometimes change a rule number

Å A complete rewrite of Section C of Part 2 (rules 18,19 and 

now 20) dealing with marks and obstructions

Å But few real game changes
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This summary does not refer to some minor 
editing 

Part 2 Rules ïWhen Boats Meet

ÅChange to preamble 

ÅDeletion of rule 17.2 

ÅRewritten Section C (rules 18, 19 and 20 at marks 
and obstructions)

Other changes

Quick guide
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Preamble

The rules of Part 2 apply between boats that are sailing in or near the

racing area and intend to race, are racing, or have been racing.

However, a boat not racing shall not be penalized for breaking one of

these rules, except rule

When a boat sailing under these rules meets a vessel that is not, she

shall comply with the International Regulations for Preventing

Collisions at Sea (IRPCAS) or government right-of-way rules.

If the sailing instructions so state, the rules of Part 2 are replaced by

the right-of-way rules of the IRPCAS or by government right-of-way

rules.

22.1.

However, an alleged breach of those rules shall not be grounds for a 

protest except by the race committee or protest committee.

PART 2, WHEN BOATS MEET
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Preamble

The rules of Part 2 apply between boats that are sailing in or near the

racing area and intend to race, are racing, or have been racing.

However, a boat not racing shall not be penalized for breaking one of

these rules, except rule

When a boat sailing under these rules meets a vessel that is not, she

shall comply with the International Regulations for Preventing

Collisions at Sea (IRPCAS) or government right-of-way rules.

If the sailing instructions so state, the rules of Part 2 are replaced by

the right-of-way rules of the IRPCAS or by government right-of-way

rules.

ÅWhen a boat that is subject to the racing rules may not have

complied with the IRPCAS when meeting a vessel that is not subject

to the racing rules, another boat can now protest her

23.1.

PART 2, WHEN BOATS MEET
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No change to:

Rule 10, (Port and Starboard)

Rule 11, (Windward and Leeward)

Rule 12, (Clear Ahead, Clear Astern)

Rule 13, While Tacking

Rule 14, Avoiding Contact

Rule 15, Acquiring Right of Way

Rule 16, Changing Course

PART 2, WHEN BOATS MEET

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

17.1 If a boat clear astern becomes overlapped within two of her hull

lengths to leeward of a boat on the same tack, she shall not sail

above her proper course while they remain on the same tack and

overlapped within that distance, unless in doing so she promptly sails

astern of the other boat. This rule does not apply if the overlap begins

while the windward boat is required by rule 13 to keep clear.

PART 2, WHEN BOATS MEET

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

17.1 If a boat clear astern becomes overlapped within two of her hull

lengths to leeward of a boat on the same tack, she shall not sail

above her proper course while they remain on the same tack and

overlapped within that distance, unless in doing so she promptly sails

astern of the other boat. This rule does not apply if the overlap begins

while the windward boat is required by rule 13 to keep clear.

No change, except that the words underlined have been added to

harmonise with new rules 18 and 19. At marks and obstructions,

opposite-tack boats can be overlapped ïsee the definition Overlap.

A gybe at a mark or obstruction will end a previous rule 17.1 limitation

just like in open water. A fresh proper course limitation may then

apply while at a mark, as will be seen, but not after it is passed

PART 2, WHEN BOATS MEET

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

17.2 Except on a beat to windward, while a boat is less than two of

her hull lengths from a leeward boat or a boat clear astern steering a

course to leeward of her, she shall not sail below her proper course

unless she gybes.

ÅRule 17.2 is deleted

PART 2, WHEN BOATS MEET

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was always permitted

Y
ellow

's proper

course

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was always permitted
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's proper
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was always permitted

ÅIt still is

Y
ellow

's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was always permitted

Y
ellow

's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was always permitted

Y
ellow

's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was always permitted

ÅIt still is

Y
ellow

's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was not permitted

Yellow's proper

course

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was not permitted

Yellow's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was not permitted

ÅIt now is (as long as Yellow 

keeps clear)

Yellow's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was not permitted

Yellow's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was not permitted

Yellow's proper

course
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RULE 17, ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE

DELETION OF RULE 17.2

ÅThis was not permitted

ÅIt now is (as long as Yellow 

keeps clear)

Yellow's proper

course
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

Comprised rule 18, Rounding and Passing Marks and Obstructions, and

Rule 19, Room to Tack at an Obstruction

Issues:

ÅRule 18 was a ógood gameô at marks, but long and difficult to understand

ÅRule 18 changed rights of way

ÅMarks and Obstructions are really different issues ïmarks are more 

about tactics than safety, obstructions are more about safety than tactics, 

and, in practice, no one applied two-length zones to obstructions

ÅRule 18 started to apply ówhen boats are about to round or passéô, 

which was unclear (and misunderstood)

ÅTwo-length zone too small for fast boats

ÅRule 19 was better, but some minor defects needed addressing

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

Main Solutions to Problems

ÅOne rule for marks (rule 18) and a simpler one at obstructions (rule 19) 

with no ózoneô

ÅOld rule 19, Room to Tack at an Obstruction, becomes rule 20

ÅAs far as possible, donôt change rights of way, but limit those rights by 

entitling the other boat to room  at marks defined as óMark-Roomô 

ÅDelete óabout to roundô, and, at marks:

Å change the two-length zone to a zone normally of three lengths, and

Å retain the obligations that óabout to roundô created

ÅSimplify rights and obligations at a ócontinuing obstructionô by reserving 

that term for a non-moving object or feature only

Åavoid game changes, correct anomalies, write as simply as possible, 

minimise exceptions, discourage last-minute claims and contact

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

WHICH RULE APPLIES?

ÅA hail for room to tack has priority. When rule 20, Room to Tack at an 
Obstruction applies (Water to tack, please!), rules 18, Mark-Room, and 19, 
Room to Pass an Obstruction, do not (Preamble to Section C) 

No change apart from having separate rules for marks and obstructions

ÅRule 18, Mark-Room applies at marks, including marks that are also 
obstructions (Rule 19.1). So the committee boat on the finishing line will 
often be both a mark and an obstruction. Rule 18 applies when passing it

No change apart from having separate rules for marks and obstructions

ÅHowever, at a continuing obstruction, rule 19 always applies and rule 18 
does not (rule 19.1), even if the continuing obstruction is a mark (rule 
18.1(d)). óLeave Antarctica to starboardô (Vendée Globe): Antarctica has a 
required side, and so it is a mark, but it is also a continuing obstruction, so 
rule 19 applies, and technically there is no ózoneô!

No change apart from having separate rules for marks and obstructions

ÅAt all other obstructions, rule 19 applies

No change apart from having a separate rule for marks and obstructions

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

Does ANY rule of Section C apply?

Section C rules (rules 18,19 and 20) do not apply at a starting mark 

surrounded by navigable water or its anchor line from the time boats are 

approaching them to start until they have passed them (Preamble to 

Section C)

No change

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

So letôs consider a mark that

Åis not a starting mark surrounded by navigable water when boats are 

approaching it to start until they have passed it

Åis not a continuing obstruction

Does rule 18 apply?

ÅIt does not apply between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to 

windward (rule 18.1(a)) 

No change

ÅIt does not apply between boats on opposite tacks when the proper 

course at the mark for one but not both of them is to tack (rule 18.1(b))

No change

ÅIt does not apply between a boat approaching a mark and one leaving it 

(rule 18.1(c))

No change ïyou used to have to read the cases, now itôs in the rule

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

If none of those exceptions apply we have a mark where, as before, rule 

18 applies because

Åit is not a starting mark surrounded by navigable water when boats are 

approaching it to start until they have passed it

Åit is not a continuing obstruction

Åit is not being approached by boats on opposite tacks on a beat to 

windward 

Åit is not being approached by boats on opposite tacks when the proper 

course at the mark for one but not both of them is to tack 

Åboth boats are approaching and must leave it on the same side

- In other words, a leeward mark (always), a gybe mark (always) or a 

windward mark (at the mark, and sometimes when approaching it)

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page



29

Whatôs New for 2009?

SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

When will rule 18 will start to apply at this mark?

OLD RULE 18

-When boats are about to round or pass it

NEW RULE 18

-When at least one of them is in the zone

The zone is now defined as:

The area around a mark within a distance of three hull lengths of the boat 

nearer to it. A boat is in the zone when any part of her hull is in the zone.

In addition, rule 86.1(b) says that sailing instructions may change to ótwoô 

or ófourô the number of hull lengths determining the zone around marks, 

provided that the number is the same for all marks and all boats using 

those marks. The match racing and team racing zone is two lengths

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

So is this any different from the old 

rule?

No ïthe old rule sometimes lasted 

further past the mark than it needed to

No ïalthough it is written differently. 

Rule 18 may apply again if the other 

boat then tacks, no change

No ïwhat was ócase lawô is now in the 

rule

Yes ïbut you had to read the cases to 

realise that rule 18 had not stopped 

applying

New rule 18 or its obligation to give 

mark-room stops applying: -

ÅWhen no further mark-room needs 

be given, or, if earlier:

ÅIf either of the boats passes head 

to wind and while they are now on 

opposite tacks 

ÅIf the boat ahead passes the mark 

and when leaving it then meets the 

boat astern approaching it

ÅIf there is no overlap and the boat 

entitled to mark-room leaves the 

zone before the mark is passed, 

e.g., in light wind and strong tide

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

Old rule 18 at said when room ( as 

clarified for marks) had to be given

It told you that, when room applied 

between overlapped boats, rule 10 

or 11 might also apply. It did not say 

which

It changed the right of way when P 

running ahead of S entered the 

zone first. S then had to keep clear 

which (implicitly) overrode rule10

It DISAPPLIED only rule 16 for a 

right-of-way boat changing course 

to round or pass a mark

New rule 18, applying only at marks, 

says when mark-room must be given

Rules 10, 11 and 12 continue to apply, 

limited or enhanced at times by  having 

to give mark-room This is implicit, it is 

not said explicitly

It doesnôt change rule 10 when P 

running ahead of S enters the zone 

first. S retains right of way, but P is 

entitled to mark-room from S

It EXONERATES failure to keep clear 

when mark-room is not given, and 

breaches of rules 10 ï13, 15 and 16 

when taking mark-room at the mark

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside boat 

mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) applies.

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a 

boat is clear ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at that 

moment shall thereafter give her mark-room.

(c) When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b), she shall 

continue to do so even if later an overlap is broken or a new overlap begins. 

However, if either boat passes head to wind or if the boat entitled to mark-room

leaves the zone, rule 18.2(b) ceases to apply.

(d) If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an overlap in 

time, it shall be presumed that she did not.

(e) If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern and, from the time 

the overlap began, the outside boat has been unable to give mark-room, she is not 

required to give it.

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

DEFINITION MARK-ROOM

Room for a boat to sail to the mark and then room to sail her proper course

while at the mark. However, mark-room does not include room to tack 

unless the boat is overlapped to windward and on the inside of the boat 

required to give mark-room.

óRoom for a boat to sail to the markéô: room has its defined meaning, so,

The space a boat needs in the existing conditions, while manoeuvring 

promptly in a seamanlike way, to sail to the marké

óéand then room to sail her proper course while at the markéô: so, 

éand then the space the boat needs while at the mark, in the existing 

conditions and while manoeuvring promptly in a seamanlike way, to sail a 

course to finish as soon as possible in the absence of the boat required to 

give mark-roomé

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside 

boat mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) applies.

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear 

astern at that moment shall thereafter give her mark-room.

Rule 18.2(a) does not apply very often. Thatôs because rule 18.2(b) will 

apply when positions at zone entry are relevant

And it will not apply at a windward mark when overlapped on the same 

tack after a tack in the zone by one boat, because the self-contained rule 

18.3, Tacking When Approaching a Mark, will apply, and will switch off all 

of rule 18.2

NO CHANGE in principle ïbut letôs remind ourselves how this works

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page



35

Whatôs New for 2009?

SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall 

give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) 

applies.

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them 

reaches the zone, the outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat is clear 

ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at 

that moment shall thereafter give her mark-room.

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall 

give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) 

applies.

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them 

reaches the zone, the outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat is clear 

ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at 

that moment shall thereafter give her mark-room.
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall 

give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) 

applies.

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them 

reaches the zone, the outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat is clear 

ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at 

that moment shall thereafter give her mark-room.

Rule 18.2(b) does not apply, as no part of rule 18 applied when the first of 

them reached the zone ïthey were on opposite tacks. BLUEôs tack then 

switched on rule 18 inside the zone. As they were then overlapped, rule 

18.2(a) requires BLUE to give mark-room to YELLOW, and YELLOW has to 

keep clear within that mark-room. BLUE must give YELLOW room to tack

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat 

shall give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 

18.2(b) applies.

Rule 18.2(b) does not apply because  the boats 

are not overlapped when one reaches the zone, 

and BLUE is clear astern, not clear ahead at that 

point. No part of rule 18.2 yet applies

To next mark

From previous mark

Wind 4 - 6 Knots
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat 

shall give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 

18.2(b) applies.

Rule 18.2(b) does not apply because  the boats 

are not overlapped when one reaches the zone, 

and BLUE is clear astern, not clear ahead at that 

point. No part of rule 18.2 yet applies

They are overlapped at positions 2 and 3. Rule 

18.2(a) now applies. YELLOW must give BLUE 

mark-room ïroom to sail to the mark. BLUE must 

keep clear ïunder rule 10 at position 2éTo next mark

From previous mark

Wind 4 - 6 Knots
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat 

shall give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 

18.2(b) applies.

Rule 18.2(b) does not apply because  the boats 

are not overlapped when one reaches the zone, 

and BLUE is clear astern, not clear ahead at that 

point. No part of rule 18.2 yet applies

They are overlapped at positions 2 and 3. Rule 

18.2(a) now applies. YELLOW must give BLUE 

mark-room ïroom to sail to the mark. BLUE must 

keep clear ïunder rule 10 at position 2é

and under rule 11 at position 3

To next mark

From previous mark

Wind 4 - 6 Knots
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat 

shall give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 

18.2(b) applies.

Rule 18.2(b) does not apply because  the boats 

are not overlapped when one reaches the zone, 

and BLUE is clear astern, not clear ahead at that 

point. No part of rule 18.2 yet applies

They are overlapped at positions 2 and 3. Rule 

18.2(a) now applies. YELLOW must give BLUE 

mark-room ïroom to sail to the mark. BLUE must 

keep clear ïunder rule 10 at position 2é

and under rule 11 at position 3

To next mark

From previous mark

Wind 4 - 6 Knots

Which boat breaks which rule when there is then contact?

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them 

reaches the zone, the outside boat at that moment 

shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a 

boat is clear ahead when she reaches the zone, the 

boat clear astern at that moment shall thereafter 

give her mark-room.

(c) When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b), she shall 

continue to do so even if later an overlap is broken or a new overlap begins. 

However, if either boat passes head to wind or if the inside boat entitled to 

mark-room leaves the zone, rule 18.2(b) ceases to apply.

BLUE must luff to give YELLOW enough mark-room to luff to sail to the mark 

and then to sail her proper course while at the mark. BLUE must also keep 

clear under rule 10, and must still give mark-room if she becomes clear ahead

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

BLUE must bear away to give YELLOW room to sail to the mark, and then 

room for YELLOW to sail her proper course while at the mark

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

BLUE tries unsuccessfully to break the overlap before the zone. BLUE must 

give YELLOW room to sail to the mark, and then room to sail her proper 

course while at the mark. If BLUE cannot now do so, BLUE breaks rule 

18.2(b). BLUE must bear this in mind before deciding to luff

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

BLUE tries unsuccessfully to break the overlap before the zone. BLUE must 

give YELLOW room to sail to the mark, and then room to sail her proper 

course while at the mark. If BLUE cannot now do so, BLUE breaks rule 

18.2(b). BLUE must bear this in mind before deciding to luff
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

BLUE tries unsuccessfully to break the overlap before the zone. BLUE must 

give YELLOW room to sail to the mark, and then room to sail her proper 

course while at the mark. If BLUE cannot now do so, BLUE breaks rule 

18.2(b). BLUE must bear this in mind before deciding to luff
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

When RED will reach the zone, she must give mark-room to the 

three other boats. They are all overlapped on her. If she does 

not, she will break rule 18.2(b). To avoid that, she must take 

early action before the zone so as to be able to give mark-room. 

So must the two BLUE boats, to give YELLOW room. Is there 

any exception to this? Not here, since mark-room can be given
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

If RED and the BLUE boats have been overlapped for some 

time, RED has to be ready to give them mark-room at the zone

YELLOW, clear astern of the other three, will have to give all of 

them mark-room if she enters the zone after them, even if she 

then gybes onto starboard tack with right of way under rule 10
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

If RED and the BLUE boats have been overlapped for some 

time, RED has to be ready to give them mark-room at the zone 

If YELLOW has only just become overlapped from clear astern, 

and the BLUE boat next to her will not be able to give her mark-

room at the zone, BLUE is not required to give it. If she can then 

give it after zone entry, she must do so

Next Section �Previous PageSection  StartMain Menu Next Page



50

Whatôs New for 2009?

SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

(c) If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern and, 

from the time the overlap began, the outside boat has been 

unable to give mark-room, she is not required to give it.

But if instead RED and the BLUE boats had overhauled YELLOW, they will 

have no excuse for not giving mark-room, and should already have started to 

ómove overô to be able to give that room
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SECTION C, AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(b) If boats are overlapped when the 

first of them reaches the zone, the 

outside boat at that moment shall 

thereafter give the inside boat mark-

room. If a boat is clear ahead when she 

reaches the zone, the boat clear astern

at that moment shall thereafter give her 

mark-room.

BLUE  may try to shake off YELLOWôs overlap, before the zone is 

reached. If BLUE succeeds, she may sail for the mark knowing that 

YELLOW must now give her mark-room. This is at the risk of failing to 

shake off the overlap.  If YELLOW is still overlapped at BLUEôs zone entry, 

nothing exempts BLUE from her obligation to give mark-room
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