


RYA SEA SENSE

A
They're fun but noisy, so when driving your PWC Q
bear in mind that not everyone wants to share

this noise. Vessels anchored having a quiet spot

of lunch, won't appreciate a PWC using the

boats as turning marks. Both the noise and their concemn
you may hit them will give cause for indigestion.

Be friendly - don’t buzz

Your sail plan may make it apparent to other yachts that
you are probably motor sailing, but the COLREGs state that
you must raise your motoring cone. This is the recognised
indictor — not a furled or flapping genoa — which tells
other vessels how to apply the COLREGs. If
the approaching vessel thinks you are sailing
(because you are not showing a motoring cone)
but you know you are under power and this makes
you the give way vessel, the potential for a collision
increases. The motoring cone and switching from your
masthead tri-colour to port, starboard, stern and steaming
lights should be as essential a part of motor sailing as
starting the engine.

Use your motoring cone when
motor sailing

The COLREGs also stipulate the use of an anchor £ &
ball or anchor light to indicate your stationary I

status to others.

Use your anchor ball & give
anchored craft a wide berth

Think about your plans for the afternoon, before you pour
the cold beer you fancy accompanying your lunch. Drinking
makes you overconfident and more likely to take

risks as well as reducing your ability to react. ( )
Boozing and driving don’t mix whether the vehicle ix
is a car or a boat. One drink too many could see

you in a crash or taking a swim when you miss

your footing at sea, in the marina on the way home from the
pub or from the dinghy on the way back to the mooring
and could also see you on the wrong side of the law. Have
a nominated driver for the tender and make use of your
lifejackets.

Boozing and boating don’t mix

Our request for consideration extends to when you are
tied up. Noisy halyards, a lack of shore lines when rafted,
crossing the cockpit instead of the foredeck when going
ashore from rafted boats, dinghies floating tied to the
back a boat, blocking the space you are trying to get into
are all irritants which are easily fixed by a little thought.
The next boat’'s occupants may be trying to get an

early night in preparation for an early departure to catch
the tide. The “wall” of a boat is thin, so think about the
volume both of the music and voices.

The future is in your hands. .. our considerable freedom
to use the sea could be threatened if we don’t work
together... it is down to all users of our coastal waters,
raggies (sailors) and stinkpots (motor boaters), as each
calls the other, racers, cruisers, pw riders, windsurfers,
kite surfers, swimmers. .. everyone who shares the use of
the coastal waters is in the same boat and needs to ...

BE CONSIDERATE

The Sea Sense message comes from the RYA Cruising
Department, which looks after the interest of the RYA
members who participate in cruising activities, whether
on coastal or inland waters, power or sail boats or
alternative cruising sports such as Personal Watercraft.
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