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	URGENT SAFETY  BULLETIN –

CABLE STEERING
	






Thursday 3rd January 2008 
Following the reported  sudden failure of the Cable steering on the Class 3 boat C13 which resulted in both driver & navigator being hospitalised in August 2007 the Safety & Technical Committee {SAT} have strongly recommended that all Class 3 offshore boats with engine sizes over 90 HP be converted to hydraulic steering as  matter of urgency !. 

Request to Class 3 Clubs

Current steering requirements for Class 3 boats appears to only be covered by PB1/E9 General Rules with no specific references in club requirements section “G” on steering!

SAT request an agreement from Class 3 that throughout 2008 they will promote this recommendation to phase out cable steering with the objective that this becomes a Mandatory change requirement for PB1 2009.

SAT requests that Class 3 add “Steering requirements “as a specific club rule for the PB1/ 2008 revision to promote to its members this concern & change requirement for 2009!

SAT requests that Class 3 boat owners with cable steering very closely examine the condition of their steering & replace any components including the cables if there is any doubts as to its age & /or condition.

Instruction to event Scrutineers for 2008.  

Scrutineers are instructed to pay specific attention to the condition of cable steering components on any class of offshore boats running in the 2008 season. Careful attention must be made to cables looking out for corrosion or signs of fraying or stretching whilst ascertaining where practicable the age of the cables used & recommend that if it is more than 3 years old it should be replaced.

If there is any doubt to the serviceability of cable steering the scrutineer must not pass the equipment suitable to race unless the required corrective actions have been addressed. In the event of a dispute refer to the OOD & Safety Officer for support! 

In all cases where Cable steering is fitted the senior scrutineer must examine the steering components irrespective of a previous examination by another scrutineer.
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