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Advice and information

Into the Green Blue – an 
interactive CD-Rom
This new CD-Rom is designed to 
give training centres and clubs 
better resources to help teach 
the importance of environmental 
issues whilst on and around the 
water.

It is jam-packed with information on 
legislation, climate change, protecting 
the environment in whichever type 
of boat you use, and the effects of 

boating on wildlife. It also has some 
great video footage, virtual boats, 
interactive games and loads of 
resources to download. It’s easy to 
use and, to top it all, is completely 
free!

Sarah Black, The Green Blue Project 
Manager, comments ‘This new CD- 
Rom is an easy and exciting way to 
help people minimise their impact 

while out on the water. It is designed 
for training centres and clubs, and 
the activities and games we have put 
together are both fun and informative 
for everyone.’

Copies of Into the Green Blue were 
sent to training centres and clubs in 
January. Anyone can request further 
copies – simply email 
info@thegreenblue.org.uk

Trips to 
the coast
If you are an RTC based inland it can 
be a valuable experience for your 
students to have a go at coastal 
sailing. It’s a great day out for them, 
introducing them to new skills and 
the added complication of tides and 
waves. It will also broaden their 
horizons and build their confidence. 
Your instructors can benefit too from 
a fun and informative change to 
routine. 

The logistics of such a trip can be 
daunting. Julian Pearson, who is 
experienced in running RYA courses 
across all disciplines, attempts to 
unravel some potential problems. 

As an RTC wanting to operate away 
from your main site you have two 
options. You can apply for recognition 
at a secondary site (which must 
be inspected) or you can link up 
to another centre and use their 
recognition for your off-site courses. 
The second option of going to an 
existing coastal RTC is often the best 
arrangement. Some dinghy, powerboat 
and windsurfing centres are already 
doing this very successfully. 

By linking up with an existing coastal 
RTC you can be confident that the 
boats, equipment and operational 
procedures for working on that stretch 
of water will have been inspected and 
scrutinised as fit for purpose. 

As always, good planning is vital to 
ensure the success of your trip to the 
coast. Making certain you have the 
appropriate staff, boats, equipment, 
joining instructions and travel 
arrangements are just some of the 
ingredients of success. 

A few things to consider:
1 Be clear about what you want 

to achieve from the trip based 
on your students’ abilities and 
aspirations. Discuss with the host 
centre whether these aspirations 
are achievable in the time 
available and with the weather 
and tide conditions expected.

2 Determine who will be in charge 
of the event and the on-water 
organisation. Depending on the 
course, this should be an SI or 
Powerboat Instructor from the host 
centre who is already familiar with 
the location, safety control measures 
and operational procedures. 

3 Whilst using the host centre staff in 
key roles, there are still advantages 
to using your own staff as part of 
the instructing team. They know 
your students much better than the 
host and so can help set the right 
tone for the trip. 

4 Make sure your visiting staff are 
aware of operating procedures 
and local dangers. Perhaps 
an evening briefing could be 
arranged prior to the trip, with a 

‘I’ve checked my list. I think we’ve got everything. Oh…where’s the 
water gone?’

short familiarisation once on site.
5 If you plan to take your own 

centre’s boats to the coastal 
venue make sure they are 
correctly equipped (see the 2008 
Guidance Notes).

6 Check your centre’s employees, 
third party and boat insurance. 
Are you covered for such a trip, or 
have you agreed to operate under 
the host centre’s insurance? Is 
the host adequately covered for 
visiting staff and boats? Be clear 
about which policy is in force and 
get it in writing if possible.

7 Who will issue your students’ 
certificates? You can only issue 
certificates following a course away 
from your main site if you hold 
recognition for that secondary site. If 
you are using another centre to host 
your course, they are responsible for 
issuing the certificates. 

If you follow these simple guidelines 
your trip should be successful, run 
smoothly and will be one that that 
your students remember for all the 
right reasons.

Teaching 
resources 
on the web
Did you know we have a resources 
section on our new website? Go to 
the address below and have a look. 

The latest addition to this section is 
a full set of images from the Basic 
Navigation and Safety Handbook which 
you can use in your presentations. 
They can be found in the section for 
shorebased instructors, but should be 
useful for any type of instructor. 

Please note that permission to use the 
images is granted only to RYA qualified 
instructors working at RYA recognised 
training centres. Anyone else wanting to 
use one or more of these images must 
seek prior approval from RYA Training.

If there are other items that you would 
like to see in our resources area please 
let us know. If it’s viable we will add them.

How to fi nd your 
resources area
Go to www.ryatraining.org/
runningcourses and pick the option 
relevant to you on the left hand side. 
Once there, click the resources button.
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