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Coaches, trainers and inspectors

Pre-entry 
assessments
A quick request for Dinghy 
Coach Assessors running pre-
entry training and pre-entry 
assessments.  

You will all be aware that we have 
slightly modified the guidance 
concerning the minimum windspeed 
for conducting the pre-entry 
assessment by removing the 11 
knot minimum. The reason for this 
has been the problem of candidates 
having difficulty completing the 
assessment prior to the instructor 
course due to both time constraints 
and lack of wind on pre-arranged 
assessment dates, often involving 
much travelling and return visits.

However, candidates are still 
turning up at instructor courses 
having no pre-entry assessment at 
all, which creates quite a problem 
for coaches. They not only have no 
idea of the personal sailing ability 
of the candidate, but they also 
have to try and fit the assessment 
into an already busy week.

Therefore, barring a completely 
zero wind situation, you should feel 
confident to make a decision on the 
candidate’s sailing ability one way or 
the other and sign off the logbook 
accordingly at the time of the pre-
entry assessment. Please don’t 
leave the problem to the coach 
running the instructor course.

Introduction of a 
powerboat instructor 
skills assessment
The subject of whether we should introduce an assessment process for potential powerboat instructors was 
discussed at this year’s national conference. The overwhelming response was that we should introduce a 
system similar to that used by the other training disciplines.

As with all changes, there are 
arguments against. In particular, the 
introduction of an additional step will 
mean added time and cost. However, 
when you balance this against the 
current level of candidates leaving 
their instructor course with an 
action plan to gain more experience 
before re-taking the course, then 
the balance tips in favour of the 
introduction of an assessment. 

Interestingly, one of the top three 
reasons for failing a powerboat 
instructor course is poor personal 

boat handling skills. The aim of the 
assessment day will be to assess the 
candidate’s personal skills in boat 
handling, depth of knowledge and 
experience.

Conducted by a Powerboat Trainer, 
the format will follow that of a Level 
2 powerboat direct assessment. It will 
include practical boat handling and 
cover most elements of the Level 2 
course. Primarily this is an assessment 
rather than a coaching session, and 
candidates should therefore have 
practiced their skills prior to arrival. 

However, it should be noted that the 
Trainer will give the candidate pointers 
to improve any weaknesses.

Successful completion of the skills 
assessment will allow the candidate 
to attend an instructor course and 
should help to increase the number 
of first time passes. 

The requirement to attend a skills 
assessment will be introduced in April 
2008, after which candidates will only 
be accepted for instructor training if 
they have passed the skills assessment.

Running a course?
If you or your centre are running instructor courses, please advise us of 
the dates once they are authorised by the Regional Coach/RDO

Power

What makes a good PW for training?

• It goes slow enough that the 
student will feel safe, but fast 
enough to make the instructor 
grin

• It can be used every day of the 
season and only burns one tank of 
fuel a year

• It loves being capsized on 
numerous occasions and never 
needs to visit the workshop

• It’s so quiet that riders shout at 
sailors to keep the noise down

“If only”, I hear you say! However 
modern skis are no longer the 
gas guzzling, noisy monsters that 

New PW line-up for 2008
get such bad press. The latest 
models are quiet, fuel efficient and 
exceptionally reliable. 

Most manufacturers offer a complete 
range from entry level through to 
high performance machines. In 
reality they are probably all suited to 
tuition, however the most appropriate 
purchase that a training centre could 
make is an entry level ski. 

Yamaha have just announced their 
2008 Waverunner line-up with 
their VX Deluxe being most suited 
to training centre use. 
Its 1052cc, 4 stroke, 4 
cylinder engine is capable of 
up to 50mph and is ideal for 

basic tuition. It comes with reverse 
as standard and, with the click of a 
remote transmitter, you can reduce 
the top speed and rpm.

Most manufacturers offer similar 
models and there are special 
discounts available to RYA training 
centres. Contact your nearest dealer 
for further details.


