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Inland

Traditional stern boats
• We do not wish to
 encourage people to
 stand on the side decks
 of craft

• If the only place for 
 instructors is on the side 
 deck, they will run into 
 problems when going 
 through tunnels and 
 bridges. RYA and British 
 Waterways advice is to stay 
 within the profile of the 
 boat when negotiating 
 tunnels and bridges -  
 impossible if standing on a
 very narrow side deck

Recognition for existing 
Training centres using only 
a traditional stern vessel for 
tuition will have grandfather 
rights. 

Any training on a traditional 
stern vessel, whether a centre 
vessel or own boat tuition, 
must be covered in your risk 
assessment and operating 
policy and the maximum 
number of students should not 
exceed two with only one to 
be at the helm area at any one 
time. The reason for only two 
students is that since they are 
unable to observe as much as 
from a semi-trad or a cruiser 
stern, they are going to need 
additional time on the helm 
to appreciate all the course 
elements.

The suitability of traditional 
stern boats for RYA Training 
Centres running the Inland 
Waterways Helmsman course 
has long been a thorny 
problem as many of this 
style of craft are being sold. 
However, the safety issues 
that they present from a 
training point of view make 
them unsuitable as a general 
training vessel. Therefore from 
1st January 2005 we will not 
accept new applications for 
recognition from Training 
Centres using only a traditional 
stern vessel.

The reasons for this decision 
are as follows 

• Traditional stern boats do 
not have enough room for 
the instructor to stand with 
the student under tuition, 
leaving the instructor 
balancing precariously on 
the side deck. With this 
lack of space at the stern 
the instructor would be 
unable to reach the engine 
controls in an emergency. 

• Students learn a 
tremendous amount from 
observation of other 
people’s techniques and the 
view is severely impeded 
from below - the only 
place to stand other than 
the side decks

Bisham’s 
Britain’s best!
Bisham Abbey Sailing and 
Navigation School on the River 
Thames has won a Gold Award 
for the Best Boating Business. 
Over 1,300 votes were cast 
in this year’s Waterscape.com 
Waterside Business Awards, 
identifying some of the best 
waterside visitor attractions 
across Britain.

Established in 1991, Bisham 
Abbey Sailing and Navigation 
School is an RYA Training 
Centre offering a huge variety 
of courses from dinghy sailing 
for children and adults to 
shore based courses and motor 
cruiser or powerboat handling 
courses. It beat off competition 
from two holiday hire boat 
operators, including Empress 
Holidays on the Shropshire 
Union Canal, another RYA 
Training Centre, which picked 
up the Silver Award.

The awards are open to all 
enterprises based on or by 
Britain’s rivers, canals and 
lakes, and celebrate the 
waterside businesses - pubs, 
restaurants and shops to 
museums, boat hire companies 
and sailing schools - that 
encourage people to visit 
and enjoy Britain’s inland 
waterways. 

Votes were cast over the 
summer on Waterscape.com, 
which is the comprehensive, 
easy to use online guide to 
enjoying Britain’s waterways.  
Details of all the winners can 
be found at www.waterscape.
com/awards.  Waterside 
businesses interested in early 
information on next year’s 
awards can also leave their 
contact details. 

How safe is 
your boat?
Recent inspections at Training 
Centres have highlighted an 
area of concern.
  
The combined throttle/gear 
shift on a normal boat 
performs the task fairly well, 
but a boat used for training 
or safety duty takes a great 
deal of abuse and probably 
many thousands of operations. 
Without some TLC it can all go 
horribly wrong. 

More than one centre 
inspected this year had unsafe 
controls – some were loose 
and starting in gear, had non-
operative kill-cords, were 
excessively stiff or just plain 
broken! Smaller tiller-steered 
outboards with a pull-start are 
also susceptible to loose gear 
levers that allow them to start 
in gear. This happened recently 
at a centre where the operative 
did not have the kill-cord on 
properly; as the boat moved, 
he fell overboard and was 
injured by the prop. Luckily 
his injuries were not serious, 
but this highlights the point 
again - wear the kill-cord at all 
times! 

Make your boats safer - check 
the following:

1. Check the attachment bolts  
 for security.
2. Wash the controls off with 
 fresh water after use. 
3. Check the manual and 
 lubricate the appropriate 
 bits. 
4. Check the operation daily 
 and certainly before every 
 course.
5. Check that the engine 
 won’t start in gear.
6. Test that the kill-cord works 
 by pulling it after you have 
 started the engine.
7. Carry a second kill-cord; if 
 the person helming 
 goes over the side it will be 
 attached to him/her – how 
 do you re-start the boat?
8. Wear the kill-cord at all 
 times.

Copies are available
from British Waterways
on 01923 201120.

Prices:
Video - £3.00 DVD - £2.50

British Waterways 
launched their 
new Boaters’ Video 
at the Crick Boat 
Show in May, to 
support the Boaters’ 
Handbook. Filmed 
with technical 
expertise supplied 
by RYA Inland 
Waterways Trainers 
and Instructors, the 
video introduces 
new boaters to the 
joys of the country’s 
inland waterways. 
It follows the journeys of 
two families through the 
canal system, giving teaching 
tips and safety advice along 
the way. It gives practical 
advice on boat handling 
and negotiating locks and 
is a good aide-memoire for 
anyone taking the RYA’s Inland 
Waterways course. 

New Boaters’ Video

RYA Inland Waterways Trainer, 
Andy Newman, at the launch of the 

Boaters’ Video.

Roy May, Tom Sowerby and Jan 
May, Bisham Abbey


