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INTRODUCTION 
 

The National Firefly Class aims to provide high standard one design racing at reasonable 

cost. In 1987 the rules were revised in order to safeguard the one design characteristic 

in the light of modern dinghy developments. The several hundred detailed drawings, which 

were once part of the rules, have been excluded. 
 

Included within these rules is diagram for the reduced rig. Although this rig may not be 

used in class racing, the diagram is included as information for the purpose of junior 

racing at club level. 

National Firefly hulls, hull  appendages, rigs and sails are measurement controlled. Firefly 

hulls shall only be manufactured by Rondar Raceboats ï in the class rules 

referred to as licensed builder. Equipment is required to comply with the RYA National 

Firefly Building Specification and is subject to an RYA approved manufacturing control 

system. 
 

Firefly, rigs shall only be manufactured by Selden. 

Firefly sails shall only be manufactured by Hyde Sails. 

Firefly hulls, hull appendages, rigs and sails may, after having left the manufacturer, only 

be altered to the extent permitted in Section C of the class rules. 
 

Owners and crews should be aware that compliance with rules in Section C is NOT 

checked as part of the certification process. 
 

Rules regulating the use of equipment during a race are contained in Section C of these 

class rules, in ERS Part I and in the Racing Rules of Sailing. 
 

This introduction only provides an informal background and the National Firefly Class 

Rules proper begin on the next page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  
 

IF  THESE RULES DO NOT SAY YOU 

CAN, 
 

THEN YOU CANNOT!  
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PART I ï ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

Section A ï General 
 

A.1 LANGU AGE 

A.1.1 The official language of the class is English and in case of dispute over trans- 

lation the English text shall  prevail. 

A.1.2 The word ñshallò is mandatory and the word ñmayò is permissive. 
 

A.2 ABBREVIAT IONS 

A.2.1 ISAF International Sailing Federation 

RYA Royal Yachting Association 

NFA National Firefly Class Association 

ERS Equipment Rules of Sailing 

RRS Racing Rules of Sailing 
 

A.3 AUTH ORITI ES 

A.3.1 The Class Rule Author ity  of the class is the RYA which shall co-operate with 

the NFA in all  matters concerning these class rules. 

A.3.2 Notwithstanding anything contained herein, the Certi fication Author ity  has 

the authority to withdraw a cer ti ficate. 
 

A.4 ADMIN ISTRATION  OF THE CLA SS 

A.4.1 The class shall  be administered by the RYA in conjunction with the NFA. 
 

A.5 ISAF RULES 

A.5.1 These class rules shall be read in conjunction with the ERS. 

A.5.2 Except where used in headings, when a term is printed in ñboldò the definit ion 

in the ERS applies and when a term is printed in ñitalicsò the definit ion in the 

RRS applies. 
 

A.6 CLASS RULES VARIATI ONS 

A.6.1 These Class Rules shall only be varied in accordance with RRS 87 
 

A.7 CLASS RULES AM ENDMENTS 

A.7.1 Amendments to these class rules are subject to the approval of the Class ru les 

authori ty. 

A.7.2 Class rule amendments are highlighted with an underline. 
 

A.8 CLASS RULES INTERPRETATI ON 

A.8.1 Interpretation of class rules shall be made by the class rules authori ty. 
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A.9 CLASS BUILDING FEE 

A.9.1 The licensed hull builder shall pay the Class Building Fee (as stated by the 

RYA) on each boat at the commencement of building whether or not it is 

subsequently measured and certifi ed. 

A.9.2 The RYA shall, after having received the Class Building Fee for the hull, issue 

a building fee receipt,sail  number and for boats built after 01/01/2013 an RYA 

building fee plaque. 

A.9.3 RYA building fee plaques may be re issued at the discretion of the RYA. 
 

A.10 SAIL  NUMBERS 

A.10.1   Sail  numbers shall be issued by the RYA. 
 

A.11 HULL  CERTI FICA TION  

A.11.1   A cer ti ficate shall  record the following information: 

(a)  Class 

(b)  Certi fication authori ty 

(c)  Sail  number issued by the RYA 

(d)  Owner 

(e)  Craft identification number when applicable 

(f)   Builder/Manufacturers details 

(g)  Date of issue of initial cer ti ficate 

(h)  Date of issue of cer ti ficate 

(i)   Stripped hull  weight 

(j)   Corrector weight details 

(k)  Ownerôs club 

(l)   Name of the off icial measurer  
 

A.12 INITIAL  HULL CERTIF ICATION  

A.12.1   For a cer ti ficate to be issued to hull not previously certi fied: 

(a)  Certi fication measurement shall be carried out by the off icial measurer  

who shall  complete the appropriate documentation. 

(b)  The documentation and certi fication fee, if  required, shall be sent to the 

certi fication authori ty. 

(c)  Upon receipt of a satisfactorily completed documentation and cer ti fication 

fee, if required, the cer ti fication authori ty may issue a cer ti ficate. 

(d) Licenced class builder(s) are able to carry out certification measurement of 

new hulls/ decks that are manufactured in their factory from the licenced 

class moulds. The procedure will be defined by the RYA. The RYA may 

audit this process from time to time. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A.13 VALID ITY OF CERTIFI CATE 
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A.13.1   A hull certi ficate becomes invalid upon: 

(a)  the change to any items recorded on the hull certificate as required under 

A.11. 

(b)  withdrawal by the cer ti fication authori ty, 

(c)  the issue of a new cer ti ficate, 
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A.14 HULL  RE-CERTIF ICATION  

A.14.1   The cer ti fication author ity  may issue a cer ti ficate to a previously certified 

hull: 

(a)  when it is invalidated under A.13.1(a), after receipt of the old cer ti ficate 

when available, and certification fee if required. 

(b)  when it is invalidated under A.13.1 (b), at its discretion. 

(c)  in other cases, by application of the procedure in A.12. 
 

A.15 RETENTION  OF CERTIFIC ATION  DOCUMENTATION  

A.15.1   The cer ti fication authori ty shall: 

(a)  retain the original documentation upon which the current cer ti ficate is 

based. 
 
 

Section B ï Boat Eligibility 
 

For a boat to be eligible for racing, it shall comply with the rules in this section. 
 

B.1 CLASS RULES AND CERTIFICA TION  

B.1.1 The boat shall: 

(a)  be in compliance with the class rules. 

(b)  have a valid hull certi ficate. 

(c)  have a valid flotation endorsement. 
 

B.2 FLOTA TION CHECKS 

B.2.1     The hull certi ficate shall carry an annual flotation check endorsement which 

shall be valid for no more than 12 months from the date of the endorsement. 

B.2.2     To obtain the flotation endorsement the owner shall  carry out a floatation check 

as  below.  If  satisfactory,  the  owner  shall  sign  and  date  the  flotation 

endorsement section on the certi ficate and arrange for the signature to be 

witnessed and endorsed by a club official 

B.2.3     The flotation check shall be carried out with the mast stepped but sails and all 

loose gear removed. The boat shall be floated on her beam-ends both to port 

and starboard. 

B.2.4     The boat shall support a crew, not immersed above the knees, of a weight of 

minimum 136kg for a period of 5 minutes on each side. 

B.2.5     The owner shall  satisfy himself  that the leakage into each built in buoyancy 

compartment during the test does not exceed one litre. 
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PART II ï REQUIREMENTS AND 

LIMI TATIONS 
 
The crew and the boat shall comply with the rules in Part II  when racing. In case of 

conflict Section C shall prevail. 
 

The rules in Part II are closed class rules. Certi fication control and equipment 

inspection shall be carried out in accordance with the ERS except where varied in this 

Part. 
 
 

Section C ï Condit ions for  Racing 
 

C.1       GENERAL  
 

C.1.1     RULES 

(a)  The ERS Part I ï Use of Equipment shall apply. 
 

C.2       CREW 
 

C.2.1     LIMITATIONS 

(a)  The crew shall consist of 2 persons unless specified differently in the 

sailing instructions. 
 

C.3       ADVERTISING 
 

C.3.1     LIMITATIONS 

Advertising on the boat chosen by the  person in charge is prohibited. 
 

C.4       PORTABLE EQUIPMENT  
 

C.4.1     FOR USE 

(a)  OPTIONAL 

(1) Electronic or mechanical timing devices 

(2) One magnetic or electronic compass which displays heading only. 

(3) Kedge anchor and line 

(4) Equipment which does not relate to sailing the boat 
 

C.5 HULL  
 

C.5.1 WEIGHT 

 

 
 
 

minimum maximum 

(a)  The Hull  weight in dry condition ................................... 74 kg ................... 

(b)  The Hull  weight in C.5.1(a) shall be the Hull  weightincluding buoyancy 

bags and attachments and all  normal hull fit tings (stem and keel bands, 
chainplates, mast gate, fairleads, stern horse, toe-straps, rudder fitt ings etc 

but excluding any compass or compass bracket). 
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C.5.2 CORRECTOR WEIGHTS 

(a)  Not  more  than  2  Corr ector  weights  of  wood  or  metal  shall  be 

permanently fastened to the underside of the thwart when the weight of the 

hull, as defined by C5.1 is less than the minimum requirement. 

(b)  The total weight of such corr ector  weights shall not exceed 4.5 kg. See 

also rules A.13 and B.1.1. 
 

C.5.3 FLOTATION 

(a)  The hull  shall have flotation elements. 

(b)  A boat without any built in bow buoyancy shall  carry under the foredeck, a 

buoyancy bag of minimum nominal buoyancy 136kg. 

(c) A boat without any built in side tanks shall carry buoyancy bags of minimum 

nominal buoyancy of 36kg under each bench. 

(d)  A boat without any built in stern buoyancy shall carry secured in the stern 

abaft the centreboard case, a total not less than 100kg nominal buoyancy. 

(e) All  buoyancy bags shall be securely attached in position and properly 

inflated. 
 

C.5.4 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a)  Routine maintenance such as, is permitted without re-measurement and re- 

certi fication. 

(b)  The hull shell, deck, bulkheads, buoyancy tanks and thwarts shall not be 

altered in any way except as permitted by these class rules. 

(c)  Routine  maintenance  such  as  repainting/varnishing,  polishing  and  the 

repair   of   minor   damage   and   abrasions   is   permitted   without   re- 

measurement and re-cer tification. 

(d) If the hull is converted from one layout to another or where structural 

alterations are made, the boat shall be re-measured and re-cer ti fied. 

(e)  If any hull is repaired in any other way than described in C.5.4(c), an 

official measurer  shall verify that the external shape is the same as before 

the repair and that no substantial extra stiffness, or other, advantage has been 

gained as a result of the repair. 
 
 
 
 

C.5.5 FITTINGS 

(a)  USE 

(1) Hand hole covers and drainage plugs if  fitted shall be kept in place at 
all  times. 

(2)    One or two self-bailers may be fitted. When two self-bailers are 

fitted they shall be equidistant +/- 25mm from the transom and 

equidistant +/- 25mm from the centreplane of the hull. 

(3)  The arrangement, material and type of toeholds is optional except that 

fi xed struts or toe strap bars are prohibited between lines 900mm 

forward of the transom and 2070mm forward of the transom. 
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(4)    The type of the following are optional: blocks, chainplates, cleats, 

shackles, bungs, mast step, mast gate, rudder pintles, stem head fitting, 

anti ïchafe devices. 

(5)    The shrouds shall be attached to shroud plates fixed on the outside of 

the skin or to U bolts attached to the gunwale. For MkI, MkII or MkIII 

construction the shrouds may be led through the decks and be attached 

to a shroud anchorage fixed inside the skin. 
 
 
 

C.6 HULL  APPENDAGES 
 

C.6.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 
 
 

(a)  Hull appendages shall  not be altered in any way except as permitted by 

these class rules. 

(b) Routine maintenance of the rudder such as repainting/re-varnishing, 

polishing and the repair of minor abrasions is permitted without re- 

measurement and re-certifi cation. 

(c)  Routine maintenance of the centreboard such as polishing and the repair 

of minor abrasions is permitted without re-measurement and re- certifi cation. 
 
 
C.6.2 FITTINGS 

(a)  USE 

(1) The  type  and  lead  of  the  centr eboard  tackle  and  rudder  blade 
tackle is optional. 

C.6.3 CENTREBOARD 

(a)  USE 

(1)  The centr eboard shall either be located on the centreboard roller within the 

centreboard case, or if the option of a centr eboard with a hole is used it 

shall be located by the bolt. 

(2)  The sideways movement of the centreboard in the centr eboard case shall 

not be restricted, except by the centreboard roller. 
 

C.6.4 RUDDER 

(a)  USE 

(1) The rudder blade shall be in its fully lowered position at all  times 

(2) The effective length of the tiller and tiller extension shall not be 

adjusted whilst racing. 
 

C.7 RIG  
 

C.7.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a)  Spars shall not be altered in any way except as permitted by these class 

rules. 
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(b)  Routine maintenance such as cleaning, replacement of fitt ings and minor 

repairs is permitted without re-measurement and re-cer ti fication, but no 

modification other than minor repairs shall  affect the bending characteristics. 
 
 
C.7.2 FITTINGS 

(a)  USE 

(1) The following are optional: wind indication device blocks, ropes, wires, 

rigging screws, cleats (excluding the prohibited mainsheet cleat), shackles 

and anti ïchafe devices. 
 

C.7.3 MAST 

(a)  DIMENSIONS 
 

 

Aft side of mast to aft side of transom with 

minimum maximum 

mast in its foremost position in the gate é .......................  .. 2500 mm 

Aft side of mast to aft side of transom with 

mast in its aft most position in the gate é ........ 2470 mm ................... 

Horizontal movement of mast 

in any direction at deck level é  .......................................  ........ 8 mm 

Height of mast heel (mast datum point) 

when stepped to inside of skin, measured 

at a point 25mm athwartships from the 

centreplane of the hull é .......................................85 mm ...... 95 mm 
 

 
 
 

(b)  USE 

(1) The spar shall  be stepped in the mast step in such a way that the heel 

is not capable of moving more than 2 mm. 

(2)  The following mast section/modes only shall be used: 

(1) Reynolds ï Rotating. 

(2) Proctor C standard taper ï Fixed. 

(3) Proctor C with special taper ï Fixed or Rotating 
 

C.7.4 BOOM 

(a)  DIMENSIONS 

 

 
 
 

minimum maximum 

Li mit  mark width ....................................................... 10 mm 

Outer  point distance ............................................................... ... 2220 mm 
 

C.7.5 WHISKER POLE 

(a)  USE 

(1) When in use one end of the whisker  pole shall be attached to the 
whisker pole fitting on the mast. 
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C.7.6 STANDING RIGGING 

(a)  USE 

(1)  Rigging links and rigging screws and the effective length of shrouds 
or diamond bracing wires shall not be adjusted. 

(2)  The forestay (and the jib tack) shall be attached on the centreplane of 

the hull at or above deck level a maximum of 125mm from the bow including 

stem band if fitted. 
 

C.7.7 RUNNING RIGGING 

(a)  USE 

(1)    The lead  and  reeving of the mainsheet  is  optional  provided that 
whether the mainsheet passes through a lower mainsheet block or is 

dead-ended at the transom, it shall be mounted on a rigid horse or 

track and the upper mainsheet block shall  be attached to the boom. 

(2) The movement of the lower mainsheet block or dead-end shall be 

free between limits on either side of the centreplane. 

(3) The limits of movement on the mainsheet track or horse shall be 

anywhere from the fixed on the centreplane up to a maximum of 

135mm from the centreplane. Where the  lower  mainsheet  block  is  

attached  to  a  track  the  attachment fitting shall be a maximum of 

50mm above the track. 

(4) When the lower mainsheet block is fitted forward of the transom, it 

shall be attached to the top of the centreboard case on the hull 

centreplane. The fitt ing for the attachment of the mainsheet block shall 

be a maximum of 50mm above the centreboard case. 

(5) Each jib sheet shall be led through a fairlead, which shall  be one of: (a)  

A  fairlead  fitt ing,  rigidly  mounted  to  the  hull,  in  which  the 

freedom of the sheet centreline does not exceed 50mm. 

(b) A flexibly mounted block or guide, in which the freedom of the 

sheet centreline does not exceed 150mm. 

(c) A single hole through each side deck of a maximum 30mm 

diameter. 

(6) The position of each jib fairlead is optional, provided that no part of 

the leads project outboard of the rubbing strakes. The fairlead may 

be mounted on a single rigid track, which may be recessed. The lead 

of each jib sheet after the fairlead is optional. 

(7) The lead of the lower end of the halyards is optional below the level 

of the gooseneck. 

(8) The type and lead of the mainsail  clew outhaul, Cunningham and 

burgee halyard is optional. 

(9) The type and lead of the kicking strap including one for reefed sails 

is optional, except that it shall not be capable as acting as a strut and/or 

lifting the boom. 

(10)  The type of ropes and/or wires is optional. 
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C.8 SAILS 
 

C.8.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a)  Sails shall not be altered in any way except as permitted by these class 

rules. 

(b)  Routine maintenance such as cleaning and minor repairs that do not alter 

the shape of the sail  is permitted without re-measurement. 
 

C.8.2 LIMITATIONS 

(a)  Reduced rig sails shall  not be used for class racing. 

C.8.3 MAINSAIL 

(a)  USE 

(1) The sail shall be hoisted on a halyard. The arrangement shall permit 

hoisting and lowering of the sail at sea. 

(2) Luff  and foot bolt ropes shall be in the spar grooves or tracks. 
 

C.8.4 JIB 

(a)  USE 

(1) The jib tack shall be attached on the centreplane of the hull at or 

above deck level a maximum of 125mm from the bow including 

stem band if fitted. 

(2)    A system to prevent the jib from fouling the spreaders or diamond 

strut is optional. 
 
 

Section D ï Hull 
 

D.1 PARTS 
 

D.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a)  Hull shell 

(b)  Deck 

(c)  Buoyancy 

(d)  Thwart 

(e)  Gunwale Rubbing Strakes 
 

D.1.2 OPTIONAL 

(a)  Bulkheads 
 

D.2 GENERAL  
 

D.2.1 RULES 

(a)  The hull  shall comply with the class rules in force at the time of initial 

certi fication or the class rules in force at the time of re-certi fication if 

the boat has been modified and re-certi fied. 
 

D.2.2 CERTIFICATION 

See Rule A.12. 
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D.2.4 DEFINITIONS 

(a)  HULL DATUM POINT 

The hull  datum point is the aft face of the transom. 

(b)  The forward datum point (FDP) is the intersection of the stem (including 

stem band) and the Sheer line. 
 

D.2.5 IDENTIFICATION 

(a)  The hull shall carry the sail  number and letters carved or stamped in the aft 

hog of a wooden boat or the thwart of a GRP boat in figures not less than 

30mm in height. 

(b)  In addition to D.2.5(a) boats build after 01/01/2013 shall carry the RYA 

building fee plaque permanently attached to the inside of the transom, below 

the sheerline. 
 

D.2.6 BUILDERS 

(a)  The hull shall be built by a builder licensed by the RYA. 

(b)  All moulds shall be approved by RYA. 
 

D.3 HULL  SHELL  
 

D.3.1 MATERIALS 

The hull  shell shall be built from: 

(a) Wooden shells constructed from wooden laminations bonded with 

waterproof resin which may have a non-reinforced protective coating 

applied to their surface. The transom shall be solid. 

(b)  GRP hull shells of bonded glass fibre construction with suitable stiffening. 

D.3.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The hull  shell shall comply with the Lines Drawing. 

(b)  The hull  shall be built in one of these forms: 

(1)  Wood 

(2)  FRP 

(3)  Composite i.e. GRP shell with wooden decks. 

(c)  A maximum of 2 internal longitudinal stringers may be fitted on each side 

of the hull  shell. OR 

  Internal stif fening may be achieved by adding either marine plywood or 

  solid wood veneers a maximum of 4mm thick that shall cover all  the 

  interior surface of the hull within the outline defined by the MkIV side and 

  bow tanks, the hog sides and the transom. 

(d)  Bilge keels shall be fitted to the outside of the hull  shell on each side of 

the centreplane. The keels may be faired into the hull shell at their ends 

and along their edges, but shall be the full  depth along their centreline and 

full width for the minimum length. 

(e)  The transom may have cut outs below the sheer line height for the tiller 

port and a maximum of 2 drain holes. 
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(f)   A metal or plastic keelband and stem band shall be fitted to wooden hulls. 

A keelband and stem band of any material is optional on GRP  hulls. 

Fairing/blending pieces may be fitted at each end of the centreboard case. 

(g)  The wooden centr eboard case shall conform to the diagram in appendix 

H. The GRP centreboard case shall be part of the approved mouldings from 

the licensed builder. 

(h)  The centreboard case on composite hulls shall be from the approved 

mould but a wooden capping conforming to the dimensions in appendix H 

may be fitted. 

(i)   A centreboard roller as detailed on the diagram in appendix H shall be 

fitted inside the case, being retained by the centr eboard pivot bold, when 

the option of a centreboard with slot is used. 
 

D.4 DECK  
 

D.4.1 MATERIALS 

(a)  The deck shall  be built from wood or GRP. 

D.4.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The GRP deck shall be part of the RYA approved mouldings fitted by the 
licensed builder. 

(b)  Wooden decks shall comply with one of the options shown in the diagrams 

in appendix H 
 

D.5 BUOYANCY TANKS 
 

D.5.1 CONSTRUCTION 

Buoyancy tanks shall comprise of: 

(a)  The  wooden  hull  shall  have  either  buoyancy  compartments  or  side 

benches as per the diagram in appendix H. 

(b) The GRP hull  shall have tanks as part of the RYA approved mouldings fitted 

by the licensed builder. 

(c) A buoyancy compartment may be modified to permit the insertion of 

inflatable bags. 
 

D.6 GUNWALE AND RUBBING STRAKES 
 

D.6.1 MATERIALS 

(a)  The rubbing strakes shall  be of timber or part of the GRP moulding. 

D.6.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The rubbing strake shall  run unbroken on each gunwale. 

(b)  The rubbing strake shall maintain its width +/- 5mm consistently for the 

full  length of the boat except it may be tapered to the minimum within 

1000mm of the ends. 
 

D.7 THWA RT 
 

D.7.1 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The thwart shall  be of timber or part of the GRP moulding. 
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D.8 ASSEMBLED HULL  
 

D.8.1 FITTINGS 

(a)  MANDATORY 

(1) The shrouds shall be attached to shroud plates fixed on the outside of 

the skin or to U bolts attached to the gunwale. For MkI, MkII or MkIII 

construction the shrouds may be led through the decks and be attached 

to a shroud anchorage fixed inside the skin. 
 

D.8.2 DIMENSIONS 

............................................................................ minimum ... maximum 

Hull  length to forward datum point................................. 3644 mm .. 3660 mm 

Extension of moulding from forward datum point...........................  ...... 60 mm 

Rise of floor at 1830mm from hull  datum. 

Vertical distance between points on the outside 

of the skin at 150mm and 610mm outboard 

of the centreline é ...................................................................  .... 200 mm 

Height of sheerline at 1830mm from hull  datum. 

Vertical distance between sheerline and a point 

on the outside skin at 150mm 

outboard of the centreline é ...................................... 508 mm .... 540 mm 

Beam of hull, excluding rubbing strakes and fitt ings, at 

sheerline; 

at section 760mm from hull  datum  ........................ 1228 mm .. 1253 mm 

at section maximum beam ........................................................  .. 1426 mm 

at section 2580mm from hull  datum  ...................... 1115 mm .. 1143 mm 

at section 3090mm from hull  datum  ........................ 736 mm .... 756 mm 

Thickness of solid transom in a wood hull .......................... 12 mm ................... 

Til ler port; 

depth below sheerline ...............................................................  ...... 75 mm 

width .........................................................................................  .... 300 mm 

Inside diameter of transom drain holes ........................................... ....... 26 mm 

Longitudinal internal stringers (optional); 

depth .........................................................................................  ...... 25 mm 

width .........................................................................................  ...... 50 mm 

Bilge keels; 

Length ï minimum for full  depth and width ............. 1000 mm ................... 

depth measured along their centreline ............................ 8 mm ................... 

width.............................................................................. 30 mm ................... 

distance from centreline of hull .................................. 300 mm .... 340 mm 

centre of bilge keel measured along outside 

surface of the hull from hull  datum ................. 1400 mm .. 1600 mm 

Keel and stem bands; 

depth ï wooden shell  ....................................................... 3 mm ........ 7 mm 

depth ï GRP shell .....................................................................  ........ 7 mm 
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weight per metre ........................................................................   .. 0.5 kg/m 

Protrusion of keel excluding keel band from 

hull skin at any point .................................................... 11 mm ...... 15 mm 

Width of keel at and distance between 

300mm and 2580 from hull  datum ............................. 49 mm ...... 63 mm 

Width of centreboard slot  ................................................. 13 mm ...... 19 mm 

Height of centre of centr eboard pivot from 

outside of skin .............................................................. 73 mm ...... 93 mm 

Position of centreboard pivot from hull  datum ............ 2098 mm .. 2118 mm 

Longitudinal distance from hull  datum to centreline of 

shroud or its projection at deck level ....................... 2117 mm .. 2142 mm 

Shrouds led through deck (Optional). Distance from 

intersection of deck and shroud to sheerline ...........................  ...... 60 mm 

Foredeck Camber. Vertical distance from top of deck 

at centre to sheerline at 2580mm from hull  datum ................  ...... 95 mm 

Side deck Camber. Vertical distance from inboard edge 

of side deck  to sheer line when measured at any 

point within 1750mm from hull  datum ...................................  ........ 6 mm 

Deck overhang including gunwale rubbing strakes; 

plan width from sheerline ........................................................  ...... 50 mm 

Gunwale rubbing strakes; 

depth ............................................................................. 20 mm ...... 30 mm 

width ............................................................................. 10 mm ...... 50 mm 

distances from transom and forward end of hull, 

excluding stemhead fitting where strake may taper, ......... ... 1000 mm 

Width of thwart ................................................................. 130 mm .... 150 mm 

Aft side of centre thwart from hull  datum ..................... 1400 mm .. 1500 mm 

Height of sail number and letter in boat ............................... 30 mm ................... 
 

 

Section E ï Hull Appendages 
 

E.1 PARTS 
 

E.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a)  Centreboard 

(b)  Rudder  
 

E.2 GENERAL  
 

E.2.1 RULES 

(a) Hull  appendages shall comply with the class rules in force at the time of 

certi fication. 

E.2.3 CERTIFICATION 

(a)  The off icial measurer shall  certi fy hull  appendages. 
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E.3 CENTREBOARD 
 

E.3.1 MANUFACTURERS 

(a)  Manufacturers are optional. 

E.3.2 MATERIALS 

(a)  The centr eboard shall be of either salt water resistant aluminium which 
may be anodised or mild steel plate which may be galvanised. 

E.3.3 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The centreboard shall conform to the diagram in appendix H. 

(b)  The centreboard may have either a slot or a pivot hole. 
 

E.3.4 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Thickness - ALLOY ................................................ é7.7 mm ..... 8.3 mm 

Thickness - STEEL ................................................. é5.7 mm ..... 6.3 mm 

Edge chamfer ............................................................................  ...... 26 mm 

Tip of centr eboard to bearing surface of pivot & bolt ............   . 1135 mm 

E.3.5 WEIGHTS 

minimum maximum 

ALLOY ............................................................................ 7 kg ........... 9 kg 

STEEL ......................................................................... 17.5 kg ...... 22.5 kg 
 

E.4 RUDDER BLADE, RUDDER STOCK AND TIL LER 
 

E.4.1 MANUFACTURERS 

(a)  Manufacturers of the FRP blade shall be licensed by the RYA. 

(b)  Manufacturers of the wooden blade are optional. 

E.4.2 MATERIALS 

(a)  The rudder blade shall be of solid wood or FRP 

(b)  The rudder stock material is optional. 

(c)  The tiller and tiller extension material is optional. 

E.4.3 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The wood and FRP rudder blades shall  conform to the requirements of the 
diagrams in appendix H. 

(b)  The FRP rudder blade shall be manufactured in a mould approved by the 

RYA. 

(c)  Wood blades may have a protective strip fitted to the edges of the blade, 

but it shall be included in the required blade profile. 

(d) Wood blades may have a non-reinforced protective coating of paint or 

thermoset resin (includes epoxy). If applied it shall be included in the 

required blade profile. 

(e)  The design of the rudder stock is optional. 

(f)   The  design  of  the  tiller  and  tiller  extension  is  optional  except  that  a 

telescopic tiller is prohibited 
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(g)  The centre of gravity of the assembled rudder blade, stock and tiller (but 

not tiller extension) with the rudder blade in its lowest possible position, 

if of the lifting type, shall  be aft of the axis of the pintles. 
 

E.4.4 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Rudder stock. Overall  width excluding pivot bolt ....................  ...... 80 mm 
 

E.4.5 WEIGHTS 

minimum maximum 

Rudder blade, stock, tiller and extension ......................... 3 kg ................... 
 
 

Section F ï Rig 
 

F.1 PARTS 
 

F.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a)  Mast 

(b)  Boom 

(c)  Standing r igging 

(d)  Running r igging 
 

F.1.2 OPTIONAL 

(a)  Whisker  pole 
 

F.2 GENERAL  
 

F.2.1 RULES 

(a)  The spars and their fitt ings shall comply with the class rules in force at 

the time of cer ti fication of the spar . 

(b)  The standing and running r igging shall comply with the class rules. 

F.2.3 CERTIFICATION 

(a)  The off icial measurer shall  certi fy spars. 

(b)  No cer ti fication of standing and running r igging is required. 

F.2.4 DEFINITIONS 

(a)  MAST DATUM POINT 

The mast datum point is the heel point. 

F.2.5 MANUFACTURER 

(a)  The mast shall be either: 

(1)  The Reynolds section with wooden topmast 

(2)  The Proctor/Selden C with standard taper 

(3)  The Proctor/Selden C with special Firefly taper. 

The C section mast shall be supplied by Selden. 
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F.3 MAST  
 

F.3.1 MATERIALS 

(a)  The spar shall be of aluminium with wood when required. 

F.3.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The spar extrusion shall  include an integral fi xed sail groove. 

(b)  The different mast sections shall only be used in the following modes: 

(1) Reynolds ï Rotating. 

(2)  Proctor C standard taper ï Fixed. 

(3)  Proctor C with special taper ï Fixed or Rotating. 

F.3.3 FITTINGS 

(a)  MANDATORY 

(1) Shroud tangs or T ball  sockets 

(2) A set of spreaders: 

(a) Rotating mast: The diamond spreader shall be straight and pass 

through the mast between the attachment points on the wires. 

(b) Fixed mast: Each spreader shall be rigid but may swing 

horizontally about its attachment point. 

(3) Mainsail halyard sheave box 

(4) Headsail halyard sheave box or halyard attachment point 

(5) Gooseneck: 

(a) The rotating mast shall have a fixed gooseneck so that the mast 

shall not rotate independently of the boom. 

(b) The height of the gooseneck shall be fixed on all  masts and the 

gooseneck shall be through fastened to the wall  of the mast section 

or retained from sliding by through fastening. 

(6) Kicking strap attachment 

(7) Heel fitt ing 

(b) OPTIONAL 

(1) One mechanical wind indicator 

(2) Compass bracket 

(3) Whisker  Pole attachment rings 

(4) Burgee attachment 
 

F.3.4 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Mast length......................................................................................  .. 6475 mm 

Mast limit mark width ...................................................... 10 mm 

Gooseneck pivot bolt centre above mast datum 

Standard mast ............................................................. 900 mm .... 912 mm 

Extended mast ............................................................ 975 mm .... 987 mm 

Upper point above gooseneck pivot bolt centre.............................. ... 5380 mm 

Forestay height Standard mast........................................ 4708 mm .. 4728 mm 
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Forestay height Extended mast....................................... 4783 mm .. 4803 mm 

Headsail halyard attachment height, Standard mast ...... 4665 mm .............468 

5 m 

Headsail halyard height Extended mast ......................... 4740 mm .. 4760 mm 

Shroud height Standard mast .......................................... 4708 mm .. 4728 mm 

Shroud height Extended mast ......................................... 4783 mm .. 4803 mm 

Whisker  pole fit ting: 

projection ................................................................................  ...... 40 mm 

Diamond Spreader ; Standard rotating mast 

length from centreline of spar .................................... 215 mm ................... 

height to centre .......................................................... 2780 mm .. 2830 mm 

Spreader ; Extended mast 

length ......................................................................... 150 mm ................... 

height to centre of spreader pivot .............................. 2855 mm .. 2905 mm 

Kicking strap attachment above mast datum .................... 180 mm .... 280 mm 

F.3.5 WEIGHTS 

minimum maximum 

Mast weight ......................................................................... 7.2 kg 
 

F.4 BOOM  
 

F.4.1 MATERIALS 

(a)  The spar shall be of aluminium. 

(b)  Permitted surface finish shall be anodised. 

F.4.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The spar extrusion shall  be on of: 

(1)  Reynolds Firefly section. 

(2)  Proctor C section. 

(3)  Proctor 2520 section. 

(b)  Material may only be removed for the attachment of fittings. 

F.4.3 FITTINGS 

(a)  MANDATORY 

(1) There shall  be one kicking strap  attachment.  It  shall  be through 

fastened to the boom wall  section or restrained from sliding by through 

fastenings. 

(2) The  boom  end  fitt ings  shall  be  either  Reynolds  or  Proctor  as 

appropriate. 

(b) OPTIONAL 

(1) Other fittings. 
 

F.4.4 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Boom overall  length .........................................................2525 mm ... 2555 mm 

Kicking strap fitting from forward end of boom .............. 465 mm .... 765 mm 
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F.4.5 WEIGHTS 

 

 

minimum maximum 

Boom weight ........................................................................ 2.7 kg 
 

F.5 WHISKER POLE  
 

F.5.1 MANUFACTURER 

(a)  Manufacturer is optional. 
 

F.5.2 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  Optional. 

F.5.3 FITTINGS 

(a)  Fittings are optional. 

F.5.4 DIMENSIONS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

minimum maximum 

Whisker  pole length .......................................................................   . 1220 mm 
 

F.6 STANDING RIGGING 
 

F.6.1 MATERIALS 

(a)  The standing r igging shall be of galvanised or stainless steel. 

F.6.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  MANDATORY 

(1) Forestay of wire 

(2) Shrouds of wire 

(b)  OPTIONAL 

(1) Diamond bracings of wire 
 

F.6.3 FITTINGS 

(a)  MANDATORY 

(1) The standing r igging shall  be attached by either external or via T 

terminals. 
 

F.6.4 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Forestay diameter ............................................................... 1.5 mm 

Shroud diameter ................................................................. 2.5 mm 

Diamond bracing wire diameter ......................................... 1.5 mm 
 

F.7 RUNNING RIGGING 
 

F.7.1 MATERIALS 

(a)  Materials are optional. 
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F.7.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  MANDATORY 

(1) Mainsail halyard 

(2) Mainsail sheet 

(3) Headsail halyard 

(4) Headsail sheets 

(b)  OPTIONAL 

(1) Mainsail Cunningham line 

(2) Mainsail outhaul 

(3) Kicking strap 

(4) Burgee halyard 
 

F.7.3 FITTINGS 

(a)  OPTIONAL 

(1) All fitt ings unless specif ied. 
 
 

Section G ï Sails 
 

G.1 PARTS 
 

G.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a)  Mainsail 

(b)  Headsail 
 

G.1.2 OPTIONAL - BUT NOT TO BE USED FOR RACING 

(a)  Reduced mainsail  

(b)  Reduced headsail 
 

G.2 GENERAL  
 

G.2.1 RULES 

(a)  Sails shall comply with the class rules in force at the time of cer ti fication. 

G.2.2 CERTIFICATION 

(a)  Certi fication marks are not required. 

(b)  The RYA may appoint one or more persons at a sailmaker to measure and 

certi fy sails produced by that manufacturer in accordance with the ISAF 

In-house Certifi cation Guidelines. 
 

G.2.3 DEFINITIONS 

(a)  The head point for the headsail shall be measured as the intersection of the 

edges of the sail  cloth, extended as necessary. 
 

G.2.4 SAILMAKER 

(a)  A licence is required to produce racing sails but not reduced rig sails. 

(b)  Sails shall be clearly marked with the Sailmakers name and serial number. 
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G.3 MAINS AIL  
 

G.3.1 IDENTIFICATION 

(a)  The class insignia shall be the letter ñFò. 

(b)  The class insignia and sail  numbers shall be placed in accordance with the 

Racing Rules of Sailing, Appendix G. 

G.3.2 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The design, materials and construction of racing sails shall be approved by 
the RYA. 

(b)  T he Team racing sails that are manufactured to the racing class sail plan     
by the licenced sailmaker are eligible for class racing. 

 

G.3.3 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Leech length ...................................................................................  .. 5590 mm 

Luff  length ......................................................................................  .. 5334 mm 

Foot length ......................................................................................  .. 2185 mm 

Quarter  width ................................................................................  .. 2070 mm 

Half width .......................................................................................  .. 1600 mm 

Three-quarter width ......................................................................  .... 990 mm 

FOR REDUCED RIG 

Leech length ................................................................................... .. 3572 mm 

Luff  length for fixed mast ............................................................... .. 4278 mm 

Luff  length for rotating mast ........................................................... .. 4313 mm 

Foot length ...................................................................................... .. 2185 mm 
 

G.4 HEADSAIL  
 

G.4.1 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 

(a)  The design, materials and construction of racing sails shall be approved by 

the RYA. 
 

G.4.2 DIMENSIONS 

minimum maximum 

Luff  length ...................................................................................... .. 3658 mm 

Leech length ................................................................................... .. 3200 mm 

Foot length ...................................................................................... .. 1575 mm 

FOR REDUCED RIG 

Luff  length ...................................................................................... 

 

 

.. 

 

 

2743 mm 

Leech length ................................................................................... .. 2515 mm 

Luff  perpendicular ........................................................................ .. 1448 mm 
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PART III ï APPENDICES 
 

The  rules  in  Part  III  are  closed  class  rules.  Measurement  shall  be  carried  out  in 

accordance with the ERS except where varied in this Part. 
 
 

Section H 
 

Where there is a discrepancy between the main text of these rules and diagram 6, the 

main text of these rules shall  prevail. 



 

1i ' 

g 

DIAGRAM 1 

CENTREPLATE CASE 

ALL DIMENSIONS IN mm 
 
 

Note:
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1. The material of the centreplate case shall be wood. 

2. The inside of the case may be lined.  The lining material shall be 

non metallic and shall not be more than 1.5 in thickness. 
The internal width of the lined case shall be 16 .:t 3. 

3. All dimensions are parallel or perpendicular to the datum plane, 

except the thickness of the diagonal rib 19 .:t 3.
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DIAGRAM 2A 

MKIDECKS 

All Dimensions in mm. 

For notes and section A-A 

see diagram 28 
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The  side decks may be tapered towards the centreline  from  a section 

not less -than 1.750mm forward  of  the aft  face  of  1he !ransom 
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deck beams 
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DAIGRAM 2E:   MARK  IV DECK 
 

All dimensions in mm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3175 ± 15 
 
 
 
 

f 
2730 ± 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2120 ± 15 
 
 

Shear1ine 
 
 
 

I 
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A 
* Tolerance to Suit 
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DIAGRAM 2F:  MARK IV SIDEDECK AND TANK 
 
 
 
 

 

6 Max 

105 ± 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section A-A 

 
Angle X 

(Nominal) 

145° @ Bulkhead 1 

150° @ Bulkhead 2 

160° @ Bulkhead 3 

 
Item Description Minimum 

Section 

Material 

1, 2 & 3 Bulkheads 4 Marine P! ood 

4 Forward Bulkheads 4 Marine Ply  ood 

5 Web Stiffener 15 X 30 (At 

Mid Point) 

Wood 

6&7 Deck Beams 17 x40@ 

Centre Line 

Wood 

8 Tank Side 5 Marine P ood 

9 & 10 Tank Top 4 Marine P ood 

11 King Plank 35 X 15 Wood 
 

Notes 
 

1)  Bulkheads 1 & 2 Non Airtight I Draining Bulkhead 3 Airtight 

 
2)  Ply to Ply Joint Stringers 15 x 20 Nominal 

 
3)  If bow bulkhead 4 not fitted side tank to be terminated against existing 

bow tank bulkhead or inner foredeck. 

 
4)  Mast gate to be constructed as deck extension or using "Rondar" 

aluminium plate 
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