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Thanks to you



RYA Inland Waterways Scheme

• % of qualified instructors here today: 20%

• RTCs represented today: 40+%

• Number of Recognised Training Centres: 48

• 2 RTCs in France and the Netherlands



RYA Inland Waterways Scheme

Helmsman

• 2-day course

• 1-day direct assessment, no teaching

• 1 instructor to 3 students

• Minimum age 12

Crew

• Can be taught alongside the Helmsman course

• Minimum age 8



STATS

• IW Helmsman Certificate 1250+ (2017), up 3.5%

• IW Crew Course 130+ (2017), down 13%
• Sold in packs of 10, so possibly centres still have stock
• Consider how to engage with families

Numbers are based on sales and can depend upon how much 
stock is held at RTCs



Central Certification Registration

Best RYA scheme at registering 79% - well done!

• Records now only 90 days from course date

• Register straight away, even if awaiting a photo

• Replacements only through RYA



Other courses your RTC could offer





RYA Training Support Site



Training Notices and Guidance 



RYA Inspections

New IR1

Principal: maintain standards of recognition

Chief Instructor: day-to-day responsibility for 

standards of training; equipment maintenance and 

wellbeing of the students/instructors

• ‘Remote’ Chief Instructors not accepted

• Must be hands-on part of the RTC



Lifejackets or Buoyancy Aids

Must be worn during training 

• when moving between the vessel and the bank

• during locking operations

Must be serviced in line with manufacturers 
recommendations (usually annually), certificates required

Visually check for signs of damage to the bladder cover, 
webbing straps, stitching and clips and buckles





Joining Point – commission 

Every quarter we pay commission for the RYA members recruited 
through Joining Points on the following basis:

• £10.00 for each new Family Membership

• £7.50 for each new Adult Member

• £5.00 for each new Under 25 Member

• £2.50 for each new Under 18 Member

Contact the RYA Membership Department 



RYA Volunteer Awards 2019

Rewarding and recognising the volunteers who contribute 
so much to boating in the UK.

Nominations via RYA website from any organisation

Deadline for nominations – early April 2019

Queries to: volunteering@rya.org.uk

mailto:volunteering@rya.org.uk


RYA Publications Update
2018

Steen Ingerslev

Publications Manager



Key Books



eBooks 2018

www.rya.org.uk/go/app

http://www.rya.org.uk/go/app


Online Access

Link on product page of shop 

www.rya.org.uk/shop

http://www.rya.org.uk/shop


eSubscriptions

Information and order form at:

www.rya.org.uk/go/subscriptions

http://www.rya.org.uk/go/subscriptions


Instructor Only Content

eSubscriptions

www.rya.org.uk/go/subscriptions

http://www.rya.org.uk/go/subscriptions


iBooks & Google Play Books



Accessibility

www.rya.org.uk/go/accessiblebooks

http://www.rya.org.uk/go/accessiblebooks


Eco-Friendly Approach

www.rya.org.uk/go/ecofriendlyprinting

http://www.rya.org.uk/go/ecofriendlyprinting


Trade Shop

Activate your online account at www.rya.org.uk/go/trade

http://www.rya.org.uk/go/trade


Any questions?
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS TRAINING

FOR IW INSTRUCTORS

Kate Fortnam, Campaign Manager
info@thegreenblue.org.uk



What are we going to cover?

• Who is The Green Blue?

• What’s the point?

• How can inland boating minimise it’s environmental 

impacts?

- Wildlife + habitat appreciation

- Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS)

- Using oil and fuel

- Greywater

• Instructor Resources



WHO IS THE GREEN BLUE?

Joint environmental initiative between RYA and British Marine since 2005.

To support the sustainable use of  coastal and inland waters by the UK 

recreational boating sector for today and for future generations.



WHAT’S THE POINT?

RYA AIM: 
Maintain and promote 

safe, responsible

recreational boating

We must demonstrate best practice to: 

• Maintain our freedom of access 

• Reduce red tape

• Safeguard inland waters we enjoy 

boating in and the wildlife + habitats 

we share it with. 



Enjoying Inland Waterways With Minimal Impact

ACTIVITY:
How could your craft cause impacts on our 
environment?

1. In pairs discuss 2 examples of how your 
inland boat could impact the 
environment. 

2. Now share you’re your 2 examples with 
another pair near you. Steal a new 
example! 

3. Now discuss solutions to your 3 examples. 
Be prepared to share!



WILDLIFE + HABITAT BEST PRACTICE

1. FIND OUT • What bye-laws and protected designated 
sites are in the areas you are boating?

2. SLOW DOWN • Spot or approached by wildlife slow down 
to reduce risk of collision, noise and wash.

3. DISTANCE • Avoid getting too close to wildlife and 
habitats where, noise, wash and presence 
can disturb. 

4. KEEP QUIET • Keep voices low
• Turn down music

5. KEEP WASH 
MINIMAL

• Good boat handling skills will help to 
reduce unnecessary wash.



Invasive Non-Native Species – Don’t let them hitch a ride!

WHAT ARE THEY?

• Aquatic or terrestrial
• Animal or plant 
• Introduced/spread to an area 

outside it’s natural range

IMPACTS?
• Environmental
• Economic
• Restricts navigation
• Damages equipment



Invasive Non-Native Species – Don’t let them hitch a ride!

Help stop the spread…….

CHECK - for visible animal/plant matter on boat – remove it + bin it.

CLEAN - your boat and equipment with tap water whenever possible.  

DRY - leave out to air dry equipment for as long as possible.





USING FUEL AND OIL

HOW CAN YOU HELP PREVENT SPILLS?

• Check your engine and lines regularly

• Keep Oil Spill Kit to hand

• Use a Fuel Collar – Capture fuel drips

• Use a ‘SuperSpout’ – controls flow + 
has an air lock to stop overfilling.

• Install an inline bilge filter

• Check your bilge for oil/fuel before 
pumping out – avoid auto pump 
where possible.



GREY WATER 

• Use Eco-Friendly products – Check the 
labels

• Avoid products that contain bleach, chlorine 
and phosphate.

• Avoid protected areas + enclosed areas 
where there is limited water movement.



1 SUSTAINABLE BOATING GUIDES + POSTERS

info@thegreenblue.org.uk



ENVIRONMENT + BOATING QUIZ CARDS

• 5min fillers

• Quiz questions

• Builds Instructor knowledge

• Helps promote discussion

• Narrowboat and Motorboats courses

RYA Books app:

www.rya.org.uk/shop/

kate.fortnam@thegreenblue.org.uk                              www.thegreenblue.org.uk
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http://www.rya.org.uk/shop/


ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

IW INSTRUCTORS

Kate Fortnam, Campaign Manager
info@thegreenblue.org.uk


